Bring a Friend to Sha’ar Zahav! 

FRIDAY, MARCH 7; FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE Ar Cc You Men S ch Enough? 
AT 6:00 PM; REGULAR SERVICES AT 

8:15 PM. As part of Shabbat Across BY TOM LAKRITZ 

America, Sha’ar Zahav asks all 
members to bring (at least) one _ 
_ friend or family member who” 
might be interested in startinga 
_ connection with our community. _ 


ne day, a few of us noticed that the top leadership at Sha’ar 
Zahav—our rabbi, our cantor, our administrator, our educator 
and our president—are all women. (Some of us are slow.) The 
preponderance of women in leadership roles at Sha’ar Zahav 
—r—O—i—sCSC is part of a larger trend. Reform congregations across America 
Purim Pajama Party Palooza are recognizing that women today participate in leadership and 
A Synaplex Shabbat @-«i# volunteer roles in greater numbers than their male counterparts. All this female 
THURSDAY, MARCH 20,7:00PM; > energy and talent deserves to be honored and celebrated. 
FRIDAY, MARCH 21,7:30PM; It also raises the question: “What are we doing to engage the energy and 
SATURDAY, MARCH 22, 10:30AM. talents of the men of Sha’ar Zahav”? 
_ Did you know the story of Esther So, last fall, together with Rabbi Angel, we launched a series of conversa- 
tions—provocatively titled “Are You Man Enough?”— to explore the needs and 
interests of the men of Sha’ar Zahav. More than forty men participated, including 
long-time and newer members as well as gay, straight and transgender men. 
Most of these men have had a bar mitzvah, visited Israel, and have read Torah 
shpiel and yummy treats. Saturday, sometime in their lives. In conversations, many enjoyed reflecting on the people 
¢ bring the kids to a carnival and in their life who have shaped their Jewish and male identities—and some were 
» _ kiddie shpiel. SYNAPLEX INTHE equally eager to stop talking and start planning. 

__ SF BAY AREA IS FUNDED BY STAR When asked what they most wanted to do, many men said that being in nature 

_ ANDTHE RICHARD AND RHODA provides them with spiritual grounding. Others enjoy cooking and baking, 
_ GOLDMAN FUND. _ though fewer men than one might expect in a predominantly gay group said that 
opera, musicals or Barbra Streisand play a central role in their lives. Sorry, Babs. 
_ Music in the Mishkan Six attendees agreed to form an ad hoc committee to initiate a men’s group and 
"SUNDAY, MARCH 23, 4:00 PM: “DARK- plan the first few events. This brave group consists of Jim Acerra, Alex Ingersoll, 
_ NESS & LIGHT’; SUNDAY, APRIL27, .~—«Kevin Johnson, Tom Lakritz, Richard Meyerson and Martin Tannenbaum. Our char- 


is filled with week-long sleepover 
parties? For Thursday’s Megillah 
reading, come in costume or come © 
in your pjs for an evening of song, 


4:00 PM: “SILK & STONE”. CSZ ter is to ensure that Sha’ar Zahav is an engaging community for Jewish men by host- 
__ members $15/concert; others ing Jewish-oriented events that help meet our social, cultural, and spiritual needs. 
- 20/concert. The March concert We named ourselves the “CSZ Mensch Group.” If you'd like the rejected 
_ is co-sponsored by the Jewish names, please ask. 


We held our “kick-off” event on Super Bowl Sunday, February 3rd at the home 
of Arthur Slepian and Gerry Llamado. What was Jewish about this event you might 
ask? Well, I could tell you that the Super Bowl was broadcast thanks to Israeli 
technology. MobileAccess, the company that installed the (continued on page 5) 


_ Music Festival, March 22-30. — 


(continued on page 4) 
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MY MORNING PRAYER 
Dear God, 
Source of Sustenance, 


tential, 

Be with me as I grow, 
as I become more aligned with my true nature. 
Help me tap into my inner reservoirs of strength, courage 
and wisdom. 

Embolden my resolve to take care of myself, 
e my body and my spirit, so that I may continue 

to be of service to You and to those whose well-being I so 
cherish. 

Thank You for Your precious gifts of life 
and love and for my tender heart, 

which is in Your care. 

Thank you for Your invitation. 

Hineni. I am here. 

I accept. 


Camille Shira Angel 


2) 


Believer in my essential goodness and po- 


a e) 4 


book, as well as the Chai donors who have made its publica- 
tion possible. We are incredibly blessed with the gifts of so 
many, whose very time is itself a prayer. 

We thank you. 

There is also time if you still want to contribute. Work now 
is turning towards such practical matters as proofreading, 
printing, and marketing this book. If you would like to help, 
please be in touch with Siddur Project Manager Jo Ellen 
Green Kaiser at jgkaiser@earthlink.net or 415.939.0823. 

It’s hard to believe that I won't be at the service at Pride 
2008 when our Siddur is first to be revealed (God willing). I 
will be in the midst of my Sabbatical, at that point either in 
Denmark or Jerusalem. I will be celebrating with you, with 


Though our magnificent Siddur will 
seem by and large very much the same 
as the one we have been using for nearly 


ten years now, it will have many new, 
heart-opening, spiritually-uplifting, 
proud and gorgeous words and art 
created by our very own congregants. 


I wrote this meditation just a year ago, 
while attending the Jewish Women’s Interna- 
tional Conference on Domestic Violence. The 


instructor, Merle Feld, asked us to write a per- 
sonal blessing for ourselves. This is what 
came to me. 

lam thrilled and delighted that it will be in our soon-to-be 
published Siddur, as will many fresh, new words of prayer. 
Though our magnificent Siddur will seem by and large very 
much the same as the one we have been using for nearly ten 
years now, it will have many new, heart-opening, spiritually- 
uplifting, proud and gorgeous words and art created by our 
very own congregants. 

I am told that over fifty congregants have been involved in 
bringing this edition of our Siddur to life, including those 
who have written blessings, illustrated Hebrew letters, and 
volunteered their time to edit, proofread, and produce this 


Congregation 
Sha‘ar Zahav 
290 Dolores Street 

San Francisco CA 94103 
VOICE 415-861-6932 

FAX 415-861-6081 


Sha’‘ar Zahav Staff 
RABBI Camille Shira Angel 

(x301) rabbiangel@aol.com 
CANTOR Sharon Bernstein 

(x313) cantorbernstein@yahoo.com 
RABBINIC INTERN Reuben Zellman 
(306) reuben@shaarzahav.org 


pride in our contribution to the life of the spirit, to the lives of 
our community and to our unique capacity to offer up grati- 
tude for the manifold twists and turns our lives take. 

May we grow from strength to strength! Hallelujah! 

With love, 

Camille Shira 


RABBI'S ASSISTANT AND 

MEMBERSHIP LIASON Greg Lawrence 
(x303) greg@shaarzahav.org 
ADMINSTRATIVE ASSISTANT Shaun Hannan 
(x304) shaun@shaarzahav.org 


Officers 


EMAIL office @shaarzahav.org PRESIDENT Ora Prochovnick 
wes hitp://www.shaarzahav.org COUNSELOR Randy Weled oprochov@gmail.com 
Congregation Sha’ar Zahav is a member randy @shaarzahav.org FIRST VICE PRESIDENT Alex Ingersoll 2 


of the Union for Reform Judaism, the 
World Congress of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual 
and Transgender Jews, and the 

San Francisco Organizing Project 
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ADMINISTRATOR Regina Wurst 
(x308) regina @shaarzahav.org 
DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S AND 

FAMILY EDUCATION Rebecca Weiner 
(x302) Rebecca@shaarzahav.org 


VICE PRESIDENT Drew Parker-Rose 
VICE PRESIDENT Karen Schiller 
TREASURER Tony Harris 

RECORDER Avi Goldberg 


a 
@ = D e 
LETITIA FC IC Wa 
> Z & 
SOUR BELOVED rabbi, camille tor Sharon Bernstein and Rabbinic Intern Reuben Zellman. — 
| Shira Angel, will be taking a sabbatical be- Our professional staff and lay volunteers will also continue > 
ginning in late March and continuing our inspiring and enriching adult education and other inno- 
through September of this year. This time vative programming. Rabbis from the Jewish Healing Center = 
to get away and refresh herself through and neighboring congregations have made themselves avail- =v 
. f° travel and educational experiences is a able in the event of emergency lifecycle needs. Although we 
well-deserved benefit granted to our rabbi by 
the terms of her contract with Congregation ae M 
Sha’ar Zahav, with the time to be divided up Our tradition recognizes that we all 
ftir a period taken now and another at need 4 time-out of one kind or another, D 
e end of the seven year contract period. ° 
We are thrilled that we are able to provide to renew and refresh. F rom this pn : 
Souci Hs beneat teaching we learn the concept of the 5 
In Leviticus the Jewish people are “ bb l a hi h fe . - 
instructed to work the fields for six years Sa atica , whicn reters to time 


and in the seventh year to give the land a 
Shabbat, a complete rest, just as we are to 
take a complete rest every seventh day of the 
week. Our tradition recognizes that we all 


off from customary work in order 
to become refreshed and renewed 
and prepared to work again. 


need a time-out of one kind or another, to 

renew and refresh. From this teaching we 

learn the concept of the “sabbatical,” which 

oo: to time off from customary work in order to become 
refreshed and renewed and prepared to work again. 

The Shmittah year, the year of rest for the land described 
in the Torah, creates an opportunity for the land to replenish 
the minerals and vitamins that nourish all of our food. For 
those in teaching and helping professions, a sabbatical helps 
to replenish the spiritual and educational inspiration that 
nourishes all of our minds and souls. It is typical for rabbis 
to be given such time off approximately every seven years, 
to experience their personal Shabbat, a time of rest and re- 
generation. 

Sha’ar Zahay, with our strong emphasis on skilled lay lead- 
ership, is well accustomed to tending to our needs during pe- 
riods when our clergy have been absent. Thus we will 
continue to have regular vibrant Shabbat and holiday wor- 
ship, led by members of our ritual committee, as well as Can- 


will of course miss Rabbi Angel and feel her absence, we will 
continue to thrive as a result of the strengths and talents of 
our fabulous community. 

Please join me in wishing Rabbi Angel an energizing, yet 
relaxing, time of renewal. We wish her a period to grow and 
learn, to connect with her family, and with herself, and to re- 
turn to us reinvigorated for our coming work together. 
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What's 
Up at 
Sha‘ar 
_Zahay __ 


(continued from page 1) 


Community-Wide Havdalah 

SATURDAY MARCH 29 5:00 PM. Have you 
ever felt torn about your relationship 

to the Jewish tradition’s written history? 
Please join us for a program exploring 
how to be a “People of the Book” when 
the Book is sometimes quite difficult. 
Join us for dinner; stay for study groups 
and panels led by Maggid Jhos Singer, 
Reuben Zellman, Karen Erlichman, 
Rabbi Elliot Rose Kukla, Beit Sefer 
teachers and CSZ members! Adults, 
teens and children welcome. 


Recovery Shabbat 
FRIDAY, APRIL 4, 7:30. Sha’ar Zahav and 


Eileen Lynette 
415.695.0552 ext 235 


eileenlynette@zephyrsf.com 


See what going 
above and beyond 
really means! 


the National Council on Alcoholism and 
other Drug Addictions- Bay Area Chapter 
invite you to a celebration of recovery on 
Recovery Shabbat. Come at 7:30 for 
Torah study followed by Shabbat service 
at 8:15 PM. 


Home Made Passover Seder— 

2nd Night of Passover. 

SUNDAY APRIL 20, 5:00 PM. Celebrate 
Pesach with the CSZ community at our 
congregational second-night seder. 


Space is limited—last year was a sell-out! 


Call 415-861-6932 to reserve your spot. 


Ongoing 


CSZ-SFOP Organizing Meeting 
THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 7:00 PM; THURSDAY, 
APRIL 3, 7:00 PM. Join us at our monthly 
meetings. For more information, contact 
Josh Weisman at josh@sfop.org. 


East Bay Chavurah 

SECOND FRIDAYS; FRIDAY, MARCH 14, 6:00 
PM; FRIDAY, APRIL 11, 6:00 PM. Join us 

for a vegetarian potluck at a member’s 

home, then stay for text-based dialogue 


Nancy Meyer 


415.695.0552 ext 237 
nancymeyer@zephyrsf.com 


www.EileenandNancy.com 


ZEPHYR 


REAL ESTATE 
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around 7:30 PM. For more information, 
contact Richard Weiner at rweiner@ 
nelsonnygaard.com. 


Bereavement Spiritual Support Group © 
TUESDAYS, STARTING APRIL 29, 7:00 PM. This 
group will provide support with general 

and Jewish resources for the mourning 
process. Group is close (not drop-in) and 
requires pre-registration. To register or for 
more information, contact Bay Area Jew- 

ish Healing Center at jewish- 
healing@ioaging.org or call 

415-750-4197. 


Adult Education 


Jewish and Gay Culture in Poland and 
the Czech Republic 

TUESDAYS, MARCH 11 AND 25, 7:00 PM. 
$24/2 sessions. Taught by Shana Penn, 
Visiting Scholar, Center for Jewish Studies 
GTU. For a description of the sessions, 
email Karen Schiller at kschiller@igc.org 


Harmonizing Workshop 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26, 6:45 PM. Taught by 


Cantor Sharon Bernstein & 


Creating Welcoming Community for 
Queer Interfaith Couples 

SATURDAY, APRIL 5, 5:30 PM. Taught by 
Karen Erlichmann MSS, LCSW and Rabbi 
Elliot Rose Kukla. Program includes 
dinner. For a description of this workshop 
go www.shaarzahav.org or contact Greg 
Lawrence at 415-861-6932. 


Seder Songs Workshop 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9, 6:45 PM. Taught by 
Cantor Sharon Bernstein 


D D 
AK N 
id you every wonder what goes on at the Jewish 
Community Relationship Council and what 
Sha’ar Zahav’s role is? 

The San Francisco JCRC is an umbrella or- 
ganization that represents many Jewish organi- 
zations and synagogues in the Bay Area. The 
“Metro” (or San Francisco) JCRC is made up of 
at-large members, representatives of organizations, and rep- 
resentatives from the East Bay, South Bay, Marin and Sonoma 
Jewish Community Relations Councils. A total of 120 people 
are eligible to attend and vote at the monthly meetings. 

The San Francisco JCRC is one of 120 Jewish Community Rela- 
tions Councils in the country, which in turn are part ofa national 
umbrella organization, the Jewish Council for Public A ffairs. 

I joined the JCRC this year as Sha’ar Zahav’s representative. 
It’s not easy translating the diverse views of over Goo CSZ con- 
gregants into the one vote I have on the Council, especially on 
subjects that are likely to be controversial such as the Middle 
East conflict. I have sought advice through discussions with 
our president Ora Prochovnick, Rabbi Angel, individual Va’ad 
members, and most recently the Va’ad itself on how to handle 
this challenge. We agreed that in these circumstances that I 
would do my best to represent the voices within our congrega- 
tion that are not otherwise represented on the JCRC and who 
@vx not be heard were I not to speak for them. 

Two examples of how I have put this into practice follow: 

At the November 2007 meeting, two important resolu- 
tions were passed, one dealing with the Armenian genocide 
and one on the Middle East. 

t) In the first resolution, the JCRC reaffirmed a position it 
had taken in a letter written to the Armenian Bishop of San 
Francisco in 1989. This letter supported a Congressional res- 
olution designating a National Day of Remembrance of the 
Seventy Fifth Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. I 
would have preferred that the resolution actually call the 
events of 1915-1923 a genocide (it stopped short of that), but I 
voted for it. Though there was some controversy about the 
resolution, it passed by a wide margin. 

2) The Middle East Policy Statement calls for a two-state 
solution in the Middle East, though it clearly implies that Is- 
rael should not be expected to withdraw to its 1967 borders. It 
blames the lack of solution entirely on Arab governments and 
the Palestinians, and in its nine pages of text do not acknowl- 
edge or even mention Israel’s occupation of the West Bank, 
Gaza and East Jerusalem. 

While I know that many congregants at Sha’ar Zahav deeply 
care about and support Israel, many do so from a critical per- 
spective. Others have a very ambivalent connection to Israel. In 
my opinion, the Policy Statement lacked the sort of balance that 
could include most Sha’ar Zahav’s congregants’ views, particu- 
larly those congregants whose views are not already well-repre- 
sented on the JCRC. For this reason I did not support it. 

In the months preceding the vote, I worked and strate- 


gized with a small group of other JCRC representatives who, 
like me, were critical of the statement’s failure to balance crit- 
icism of Arab and Palestinian policies with criticism of Israeli 
policies. One of our strategies was to try to introduce a dis- 
senting statement. 

According to the JCRC bylaws, a proposal must receive 75 
percent of the vote to pass. (This is called a consensus.) Ifa 
proposal receives between 75 percent and 85 percent of the 
vote, a dissenting statement can be issued, though in practice 
this has rarely been done. 

At the November meeting, the Council passed the Middle East 
Policy Statement by slightly less than 85% of the vote, then voted 
unanimously to allow a dissenting statement. This is the first 
time in San Francisco JCRC history that a dissenting statement 
on the Middle East has been issued and I was proud to participate 
in its development and passage. The dissenting statement ac- 
knowledges that Israel shares responsibility for the conflict, and 
recommends a freeze on Israeli settlement construction, evacua- 
tion of settlement outposts and easing of Palestinian freedom of 
movement. It also states that the consensus statement does not 
fully describe the diversity of opinion within the Bay Area Jewish 
community on the Israeli/Palestinian conflict. 

All of the above mentioned resolutions and statements 
can be found at http://www.jcrc.org. 

I encourage CSZ congregants to contact me with any feed- 
back, questions or comments they have about the Jewish 
Community Relations Council or my role on it. I can be 
reached at tfletcher@california.com 


Are You Mensch Enough? 

(continued from page 1!) 

communications network in Alltel Stadium, does all of its 
R&D in Lod, Israel. Or, that as an added incentive to increase 
our bets, all bets became donations to Sha’ar Zahav’s General 
Fund. (Betting favored the Patriots, a big mistake since, as 
attendee Peter Allen remarked, “the game proved, once again 
that Ha’shem is a New Yorker.”). Mainly, though, we were 
pleased to co-opt the national male day of drink and nosh 
into a day for schmoozing. 

Future events will include attending a play, movie 
or lecture in March—preferably one with Jewish or gay 
content. Prior to Pesach, we are planning a Passover 
baking event—perhaps with a kosher wine tasting. And 
one Saturday in May, we hope to lead a Shabbat hike. 

If you'd like to get involved—either in planning or 
attending these events, please feel encouraged to contact 
Tom Lakritz (tlakritz@pacbell.net) to join our Google 
group, the CSZ Mensch Group. Look for additional 
announcements in the JGF and weekly Sha’ar Zahav 
emails. And please “menschen” us to your friends. 
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RECE INELIEY; I have had the op- 


portunity to embark on several conversa- 
tions regarding our curriculum, which 
joins together both LGBT and Jewish 
educational elements. This is the unique 
mission of our shul and our school and 
we are, in both areas, trailblazing. Being 
on the cutting edge means that there is 
no set curriculum (though our esteemed 
rabbi did write a fabulous curriculum 
focusing on LGBT issues and the Jewish 
classroom). In many ways, we at this 
school (along with groups like Jewish 
Mosaic: The National Center for Sexual 
and Gender Diversity) are setting the 
standard for how to create Jewish content 
that is LGBT sensitive and vice versa. 

What does it mean to create a pro- 
gram that is both rich in Jewish content 
and LGBT-centered? I believe it means 
creating a rich, fun and positive environ- 
ment at Beit Sefer Phyllis Mintzer in 
which every student feels totally accepted 
and welcome for exactly who they are. I 
sometimes refer to this as the “Bubble of 
love” and I know that this is the best 
homage that I can give to Phyllis Mintzer, 
z’’l, who had such a powerful and grace- 
ful way of creating Jewish learning envi- 
ronments that were totally inclusive. 

In my own experience, I feel strongly 
that my Jewish background, education and 
community served me in my own coming 
out process. If I am not for myself, who am 
I? My Jewish education gave me the foun- 
dation for learning how to fight homopho- 
bia, both internally and externally. Ona 
deeper level, the words of Torah, Justice, 


Justice you shall pursue, have translated for 
meas an obligation to try to create a world 
that has a little less sexism, racism, homo- 
phobia, anti-Semitism and classism. 
Learning the history of both my Jewish 
and LGBT ancestors has taught me to have 
koach, strength and to speak out for what I 
believe is right and fair and justin the 
world without letting fear stand in my way. 

I would like to believe that all our 
students, here at our little school in the 
Mission, gain wisdom and enough fire 
under their tushs to feel that this mission 
of repairing the world is their mission. I 
hope that we are creating the foundation 
here where students thrive with enough 
self esteem to always feel they can speak 
openly about who they are and what their 
beliefs are. 

This holy mission of Beit Sefer Phyllis 
Mintzer is a group effort—the clergy, teach- 
ers and especially you the parents are central 
in helping us set this course. Your feedback 
helps us to hone this curriculum to really fit 
the needs of this community. Recently I sent 
outa curriculum to all the families so that 
they could see what each class is learning. It 
is my hope that woven into the content of 
each lesson is the foundation that will help 
our students to create a world where social 
justice is at the forefront. Sometimes this 
journey of uncharted Jewish education seas 
isa little rocky and we don't always know 
which way to sail. However, atthe end of the 
day, I know I couldn’tthink ofa better com- 
munity to be on this journey with. 

L’shalom, 

Rebecca 
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FRIDAY MARCH 7, 6:00-7: oop 
FRIDAY APRIL 4, 6:00-7:00 PM oe 
Friday Night Live. Designed for chil- - 
dren ages 0-6, this monthly Family 
Shabbat includes a song-filled service | 
followed by dinner. We provide piza, 
but please bring a veggie dish to share. 
On March 7, please alsomakeanef- 
fort to bring friends with kids tojoinus! 


THURSDAY, MARCH 20, 7:00 PM 
SATURDAY MARCH 22, 10:30 AM 
Purim Pajama Palooza Gi 
Purim Carnival. This year, Purimisa 
49 hour event. Come with the family— 
in costume or pajamas—to the super _ 
fun Purim Pajama Palooza Megillah 
Reading on Thursday night. Then, re- 
turn on Saturday (costumes optional) __ 
for the Beit Sefer Purim Carnival. Gam 
ated and run by Beit Sefer ser 
the carnival promises games, prizes 
and treats to children ages 0-100. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 29, 5:00 PM 
Community-Wide Haydalah. Have 
you ever felt torn about your relation- 
ship to the Jewish tradition’s written his- 
tory? Please join us Saturday March 
29th for a program exploring how to be 
a “People of the Book” when the Book 
is sometimes quite difficult. We will 
begin with dinner, then a brief program 
for everyone before breaking into pro- 
gramming that will allow adults, 

teens and children to learn separately. 
This program will replace the usual 
Beit Sefer classes on the 29th. 


SUNDAY APRIL 20, 5:00 PM 

Home Made Passover Seder — 2nd 
Night of Passover. CSZ’s “Home 
Made” Passover seder is back for its 
fourth fabulous year! Celebrate Pesach 
with the CSZ community at our con- 
gregational second-night seder. 

is limited — last year was a sell-out! 
4]5-861-6932 to reserve your spot. 


Beit Sefer families join 
hands for the first opening 
circle held in the sanctuary. 
Reminder that opening 
circle meets upstairs now 
at 9:30 am. Torah Study 

is in the oneg room. 


THARK 
You 


Beit Sefer Phyllis Mintzer ac- 
knowleges with gratitude 
Sinai Memorial Chapel for 
their generous donation 
which has helped us to expand 
our Design Teams-Galei 
Limudim and further I’dor 

v dor learning. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


GOLDSTEIN, GELLMAN, MELBOSTAD, GIBSON, & HARRIS LLP 


LEGAL HELP? 


Contact David Gellman 


ESTATE PLANNING —BUSINESS LAW —REAL ESTATE 
LITIGATION — CONDOMINIUM CONVERSION 
TENANCY-IN-COMMON — PROBATE 
PERSONAL INJURY — EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION 
1388 Sutter Street, Suite 1000 
San Francisco 94109-5494 


Phone: 415-673-5600 
Email: DGellman @ g3mh.com 
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JGF: Susan we have just learned that 
you are going to be honored at the 
Steve Chase Humanitarian Awards 
that benefits the Desert AIDS Project 
in Palm Springs. | think that when 
people see you on the bimah during 
the High Holidays, they have no idea 
you live in Palm Springs and come 
from such a long distance to play a 
wonderful role in our services. 

We started to visit Palm Springs in 
1999 and decided to move here full 
time in July of 2001. 


JGF: What do you do there? 
I’ve had my own business since 1993 
doing management and marketing con- 


sulting. Since going into 
business for myself, I feel 
semi- retired because, to a 
fair degree, I have my own 
schedule. One of the great 
things about living in Palm 
Springs is that when I’m not 
working I feel like I’m in- 
stantly on vacation. 


JGF: So I know you've been 
active in the Desert AIDS 
Project (DAP) for several 
years. 

The Desert AIDS Project 
(DAP) is one of the largest 
non-profits in the Coachella 
Valley, with over 2,400 
clients with HIV or AIDS 
and 85 staff members. I was 
invited to join the board five 
years ago. We are a very com- 
prehensive agency with a 
complete medical clinic and 
provide a dozen social serv- 
ices all under one roof. 

In October 2005 I came 
up with the idea and was able 
to launch a new major donor 
program called 100 Women. 
100 Women is a major donor 
program, with a minimum donation of 
$1,500. The funds we raise support pro- 
grams that benefit the health and well- 
being of women and children who are 
infected or affected by HIV/AIDS. Most 
of our clients live below the poverty 
line. Our contributions have been used 
for food vouchers that not only benefit 
women and children, but the entire 
community. We’ve paid for mammo- 
grams for low-income women and pur- 
chased school uniforms for our clients’ 
kids. We’ve been able to hire a bilingual 
educational outreach worker to go to 
the eastern part of the valley to work 
with migrant farm worker families. 

One thing I am really proud of—the 


8 Jewish Gaily Forward March+April 2008 


program seems to be building bridges 
to the community. We’ve gotten people 
involved with the Desert AIDS Project 
who never felt comfortable walking 
through our doors before. | think it’s 
helping people to realize that commu- 
nity health depends on community 
commitment. 


JGF: Better than with “clear the 
dessert plates.” At least they’ll still be 
awake! Let’s go back a little bit to 
your involvement with Sha’ar Zahay. 

| remember that the very first service 
| attended was during the High 
Holidays in 1988 at the Unitarian 
Church and I think you either gave a 
drash or sang the Kol Nidre or both. 
Is that possible you were involved that ; 
long ago? & 
Absolutely. I moved to SF in 1982 and 
joined the congregation in either 1983 
or early 1984. I was at the service when 
we moved into Danvers and joined 


shortly after. 


JGF: | remember trying to figure out 
who you were, if you were the rabbi 
or the cantor. And then someone 
sitting next to me said you were 
“just” a member of the congregation. 
Your singing was so beautiful. 

| remember wondering how you knew 
how to lead the service like that! 

My grandfather was a Reform rabbi. 

I think that’s one of the things that 

has always connected me with Jon Funk 
(her frequent partner on the bimah). 
His father was a rabbi and my 
grandfather was a rabbi. We share 

this bond. 


JGF: | expect you had an extensive 
Jewish education, with your family’s 
background. When you grew up did 
you study Hebrew extensively? 

Yes, but, we moved frequently and 
sometimes we lived in places where 


there was no other Jewish family. When 
I was in junior high school, I was the 
only Jewish kid in my school. My mom 

sed to drive me about 40 minutes each 
way, four times a week to the temple for 
Hebrew school on Tuesday and Thurs- 
day, religious school on the weekend, 
and Friday night services. I was a bat 
mitzvah and always enjoyed studying 
Hebrew. When I was in high school I 
ended up graduating a year early and I 
went to Israel and did a Kibbutz Ulpan 
program for six months on Kibbutz 
Hanita. | arrived there around Rosh 
Hashanah and ten days later the Yom 
Kippur war started (1973). That was 
quite an experience. 


JGF: Let me bring you back to your 
present life. You haven't joined a syna- 
gogue in Palm Springs, but you have 
stayed involved in Sha’ar Zahav. 

Even though I’ve lived here quite 
awhile now, I still feel a strong connec- 
tion to Sha’ar Zahav and my friends 
who are there. I have gone to services 
at several synagogues down here and 
although they have many wonderful 

ualities it just isn’t the same. I haven't 
xperienced a real sense of spirituality 
in the services. 

At CSZ, one of the things that has al- 
ways been a huge gift for me over the 
years has been to sing at services. It’s 
been an opportunity to give back in 
some way. I know that music really 
makes a difference to people in how 
they feel about the service and what 
they get out of it— and where it takes 
them emotionally. It’s really special to 
be part of that. Over the years people 
have asked me to sing at different life 
cycle events, baby namings, weddings 
and funerals, and it’s really great to be 
able to be part of people’s lives at those 
times. It’s at those moments that I re- 
ally feel the presence of God in my life. 

Sha’ar Zahav has helped to shape my 
character, and who I am in this world, 
and that will always stay with me and 
keep me connected to Sha’ar Zahav. 


JGF: Well, we sure don’t ever want to 

lose you. We’re really glad you come 
ack to San Francisco every year and 
hat you will continue to be such an 


important part of our community. 
Thanks, Susan. 
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AIDS Fund 


Allan Berenstein |n memory of 
Allen Harris. 
In memory of Ron Wilmot. 


Chai-BSPM 


Nancy Meyer 
Lonnie Weiss 


Chai-Building 
Marianne Balin & Prudence Carter 
Lonnie Weiss 


Chai-Cantor 

Alvin Baum 

James Carlson 

Lynn Eden & Ruth Schoenbach 

David Gellman 

Walter Leiss 

Andrew Schwartz & John Mark Egger- 
ton 

Lonnie Weiss 


Chai-Siddur 
Mark Leno 
Leslie Miessner 
Susan Tubbesing 
Susan Unger 
Lonnie Weiss 


Chesir/Stein Music Fund 

Tova Green In memory of her father, 
Alexander Schwartz. 

Sam Thal 


General Fund 

Marianne Balin |n memory of Blanche 
Acerra. 
In memory of Barbara Michels. 
In memory of Adrienne Gordon. 
In honor of Gerry Llamado’s welcoming 
into the covenant. 

Maria Barzoloski 

Dan Bellm In memory of Tristano 
Permino & David Glassberg. 

Allan Berenstein |n memory of Blanche 
Acerra. 
In memory of Forrest Kincade. 
In memory of Don Albert. 
In memory of Chuck Norton. 
In memory of Marilyn O'Keeffe. 
In memory of Phyllis Mintzer. 
In memory of Avrum Ya’kov Berenstein. 
In memory of his cousin, Ellen Albin. 
In memory Adrienne Gordon. 
In memory of Cheryl Orvis. 


In memory of Eli Weinstein. 
In memory of Ziggy Gimincher. 

Ellen Berger In memory of Esther 
Weintraub. 

Daniel Berko 

Larry Best & Ming Leung [n memory of 
Susan Weiss. 

Patricia Bigglestone In memory of Harry 
Clinton Bigglestone III. 

Doug Carlson & Steve Abensohn 

Henry Carrey In memory of his father, 
Abraham Carrey. 

Victor & Flora Cohen In honor of Rose 
Katz. 
In honor of Andrew Ramer. 

Eric & Aaron Cooper-Keitel In memory 
of Gladys Inlander. 

Andrew Duboff 

James Edlin & Eve Meyer In memory of 
Fredi Field. 
In memory of Ron Greene. 

Lisa Finkelstein In honor of Paul Cohen. 

Manny Fishman & Leslie Kane 
in memory of Sylvan Shuster. 
In memory of Blanche Acerra. 
In memory of Barbara Michels. 

Joyce & Sydney Fishman 

Andy Fyne In memory of Blanche 
Acerra. 
In memory of Barbara Michels. 
In memory of Adrienne Gordon. 

David Gellman 

Avraham Giannini 

Boris Gites 

Avi Goldberg & Will Garcia In honor 
Gerry Llamado’s welcoming into the 
covenant. 
In memory of Lenda Persiko. 

Neil Hart in memory of Tim Elliot. 

Hershey Hirschkop In memory of her 
mother, Phyllis Abadzoglom and her 
grandmother, Sonia Goldfine. 

Alex Ingersoll & Martin Tannenbaum 
In memory of Blanche Acerra. 
In memory of Randall Forsberg, friend 
of Lynn Eden & Ruth Schoenbach. 
In appreciation of Joss Eldredge & Marc 
Wernick’s creative work on The Saging 
of the Elders. 

Batya Kalis In memory of Sherman 
Kalis. 
In memory of Phillip Kalis. 
In memory of Dorothy Hodes. 
In memory of Phyllis Mintzer. 
In memory of Bernice Michelson. 
In memory of Sylvan Shuster. 
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In memory of Blanche Acerra. 
In memory of Barbara Michels. 
In honor of Mike Klayman’s 60th 
Birthday. @ 
In memory of Aaron Nacamulli. 

Roberta & Steven Lawrence !|n honor of 
Martin Tannenbaum & Alex Ingersoll’s 
engagement. 

Joan Lefkowitz & Stacey Shuster 
In memory of Sylvan Shuster. 

Ron Lezell In memory of Sylvan Shuster. 

In memory of Adrienne Gordon. 

Laura Lowe In memory of Barbara 
Michels. 

Julie Mamet In honor of Olga Sklar. 

Jeff Piade In memory of Adrienne 
Gordon. 

Carolyn Pines & Judy Schwartz In honor 
of Gerry Llamado’s welcoming into the 


covenant. 

Janis Portal In memory of her father, 
Jorge Portal. 

Ora Prochoynick & Rena Frantz |n 
memory of Blanche Acerra. 
In memory of Adrienne Gordon. 

Karen Schiller 

Sam Thal !n honor of Gerry Llamado’s 
conversion. : 

Stephen Thal In honor of the occasion @ 
Sam Thal’s birthday. 

Susan Tubbesing In memory of Fay 
Mutchnick. 

Andrew & Michele Williamson |n 
memory of Leon LeMeteyer. 

Lydia & David Zinn !n honor of Mike 
Klayman. 

Ami Zusman In honor of Ron Edelman’s 
Yovel Bar Mitzvah. 
In memory of Hilda Saperstein. 
In memory of Blanche Acerra. 
In memory of her father, Herzl 
Saperstein. 


HHD Pledges 5768 


Susan Colson & Maureen Anderson 
Margoret Feinstein 

Paul Glackman 

Ellen Goodman 

Susan Gray 


Andrea Guerra 

Sara Haber & Beth Sousa 

Kim & Justyn Haveson-Lezin 
Jason Honig 

Elana Jacobs & Elena Bakaitis 
Alison & Vanessa Jacoby 
Norma & Murray Kane 


Erika Katske 

Nancy Koch 
cott Kramer 

Joan Lefkowitz & Stacey Shuster 

Walter Leiss 

Natalya Litt 

Jeanette Nichols 

Adam & Sarah Orman 

Tamar Pachter 

Janice Phillips !n gratitude for lovely 
High Holiday services. 

Nurit Robinson 

Beth Rubenstein & Evan Merkiewicz 

Scott Shafer 

Stephen Shotland 

Arthur Slepian In memory of George & 
Sarah Slepian. 

Lisa Szer 

Gary Winter 

Ami Zusman 


Music in the Mishkan 
Donation 
Phil Charney 
Batya Kalis 
Rose Katz 
Ron & Ruth Miguel 
erald Rosenstein 
@:. Weatherman & Louis Kelsh 
Phyllis Mintzer 
Education Fund 
Diana Buchbinder & Jeane Redsecker 
In memory of Aaron Nacamulli. 
In memory of Roy Garay. 
Manny Fishman & Leslie Kane 
In memory of Adrienne Gordon. 
In memory of Aaron Nacamulli. 
Ron Lezell In memory of 
Aaron Nacamulli. 
Mark Lipsitz 
Linda Kay Marchena 
Max Mintz 
George Mintzer In memory of Phyllis. 
James Moser In memory of 
Aaron Nacamulli. 
Florence & Steven Nacamulli In appreci- 
ation of our wonderful CSZ community. 
Jeanette Nichols In memory of Isa 
Cymrot-Wu. 
In memory of Phyllis Mintzer. 
Ora Prochovnick & Rena Frantz In 
memory of Aaron Nacamulli. 


@ vrrinic Intern Fund 


Gerry Llamado 


Ann Daniels & Jonathan Zingman 
In honor of Rabbi Angel. 
In honor of Reuben Zellman. 
In honor of Andrew Ramer. 
In honor of Alan Gordon. 


Rabbi Julius & Pearl Funk 
Musical Event Fund 
John Arnold In honor of Jonathan Funk. 
James Carlson |n honor of Gerry 
Llamado entering into the covenant. 
In honor of Steve Weiner’s grandson. 
In memory of Myrtle Carlson. 
Pieter de Haan & Ruth Rainero 
In memory of Belle Rainer. 
Paul Fishman 
In memory of Jessica Radin. 
Jonathan Funk In loving memory of 
Helen Funk. 


In memory of his aunt, Bernice Wiseman. 


In honor of Paul Fishman’‘s birthday. 

In memory of his grandmother, 

Minnie Wiseman. 

In honor of James Carlson’s retirement 
as Executive Director of Peninsula 
Temple Shalom. 

In honor of Sharyn Saslafsky, Karen 
Schiller and the Shabbat Shira 
Committee. 

In honor of Cantor Sharon Bernstein. 
Jonathan Funk & John Arnold In mem- 
ory of Jonathan’s mother, Pearl Funk. 
In honor of the birth of Kira Rebecca 

Klein. 

Jonathan Funk, John Arnold & Evan 
Arnold-Gordon To wish Melody Funk a 
speedy recovery. 

In honor of the engagement of Jeremy 
Funk & Elyana Cohen. 


Batya Kallis In honor of Cantor Bernstein. 


Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Allan Berenstein In memory of Fredda 
Slobin. 

Avraham Giannini [In memory of 
Aaron Nacamulli 

Jonathan Kaplan & Jacqueline Wong 

Gerry Llamado 

Laura Lowe In memory of 
Mavis Eldredge. 
In honor of Eileen Lynette. 

Nancy Meyer 

Bob & Lorraine Nacamulli 

In memory of Aaron. 

Florence & Steven Nacamulli In 
appreciation of Rabbi Angel. 


Daniel Najjar |n memory of 
Blanche Acerra. 

Lonnie Weiss In memory of 
Barbara Michels. 

Lydia & David Zinn In honor of Gerry 
Llamado’s welcoming. 


Rainbow 5767 


Susan Bluer 


Rainbow 5768 


Mary Morgan In memory of 
Steven Richter. 


Social Action Fund 
Jeff Weil 


7 von: 
would like 


any amount ~ / 


Contact Shaun ¢ at 
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November 

16/17 

Bimah Flowers Generously Sponsored 
by Jacqui Shine In memory of her 
father, Richard Shine. 

Friday Oneg Generously Sponsored by 
The Bereavement Group In memory of 
Rabbi Camillus Angel. 

Saturday Kiddush Generously Spon- 
sored in part by 

The Men of Sha’ar Zahav 

In honor of Jay Michaelson’s visit. 


Noy. 30/Dec. 1 

Friday Oneg Generously Sponsored 
by The CSZ Leadership In honor 
of Regina Wurst’s 1st year anniversary 
at CSZ. 


Octavia 
Skin Care Salon 


A New Spa & Boutique 


Specializing in Acne and Anti-aging Skin Care, Mirodemabrasion, 
European Facials, Eyelash, Eyebrow Tint, 
Men’s Facials, Waxing, and more. 


Grand Openin 


Lunch Hour Treatments, 
Gift Certificates available. 


Phone: 415-602-2123 


mira@mirasings.com 
1801 Bush Street @ Octavia 
San Francisco, CA 94109 


EDWARD CASATI 


ABD PRODUCTIONS 


December 

7/8 

Bimah Flowers Generously Sponsored 
by Don Fischer In honor of Gerry Lla- 
mado’s welcoming into the covenant. 

Friday Oneg Generously Sponsored 
by Arthur Slepian In honor of Gerry 
Llamado’s welcoming into the covenant. 


14/15 

Bimah Flowers Generously Sponsored 
by The Cymrot-Wu Family In memory 
of Isa Cymrot-Wu. 

Friday Oneg Generously Sponsored by 
Jim Acerra & Tony Enriquez In mem- 
ory of Jim’s mother, Blanche Acerra. 


21/22 

Bimah Flowers & Friday Oneg Gener- 
ously Sponsored by Nancy Silverrod 
In memory of Elijah Michael Silverrod 
MacLachlan. 


28/29 

Friday Oneg Generously Sponsored by 
Joss Eldredge In memory of Phyllis 
Mintzer & in honor of George Mintzer. 


January 
4/5 


Bimah Flowers Generously Sponsored by 
Amy Schustack & Michael Tyler In mem- 


ory of Amy’s mother, Bernice Schustack. 


Friday Oneg Generously Sponsored by 
Madelyn Wolfe & Jennifer Hughes In 
honor of the retirement of Judith Wolfe. 


11/12 @ 


Bimah Flowers Generously Sponsored 
by Jeffrey Lilly In memory of his 
mother, Dolores Hulsey. 

Friday Oneg & Saturday Kiddush 
Generously Sponsored by Alan 
Gordon In memory of his mother, 
Adrienne Gordon. 

18/19 

Bimah Flowers & Oneg Generously 
Sponsored by The Rabbi Julius & 
Pearl Funk Musical Event Fund and 
Synaplex In welcoming Cantor Sharon 
Bernstein to Congregation Sha’ar Zahav 
and in celebration of Shabbat Shira. 


25/26 

Bimah Flowers Generously Sponsored 
by Sharon & Barbara Snyder-Braasch 
and Michele Grindstaff In memory of 
Renee Barbara Braasch. 

Friday Oneg Generously Sponsored 
by Sharon & Barbara Snyder-Braasch 


In honor of the naming of Simon 
& Michaela. 


FRI-SAT 8pm, SUN 6pm 
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ANNE BLUETHENTHAL & DANCERS 


WITH coLLasoratine artists Nadine Gay, Ajayi Lumumba, Melanie DeMore, Judy Grahn, | 
and Mama CoAtl reaturine perrormances ey OASIS for Girls 


i 
Economy of the Heart 
MARCH 21-23 & MARCH 27-29, 2008 


PROJECT ARTAUD THEATER 


i 4 ,? PROJECT ARTAUD THEATER 
3. felecelt{el 450 Florida Street (btw. 17th St. and Mariposa), San Francisco 
OnLine Tickers WWW. brownpapertickets.com or catt 800-838-3006 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT Modern Times Bookstore, 888 Valencia Street, San Francisco 
$25 general, $20 student/senior, $10 children. MoRE INFO WWW.abdproductions.org or call 415-706-9535 


— 
i 


THU-SAT 8pm 


Thank You 


Thank you members of Sha’ar Zahav 
for generously donating 132 pounds of 
food to the SF Food Bank for our Inter- 
faith Thanksgiving food drive. 
Shabbat Shira/Cantor Unplugged 
co-chairs, Sharyn Saslafsky and Karen 
Schiller, would like to thank the follow- 
ing volunteers for their help making 
Shabbat Shira/Cantor Unplugged a 
fabulous weekend! We couldn't have 
done it without you! Dan Bellm, 
Robert Bernardo, Kelly Cytron, Paula 
Fleisher, Avi Goldberg, Andrea Guerra, 
Sara Haber, Hershey Hirschkop, Alex 
Ingersoll, Rose Katz, Deborah Levy, 
Gerry Llamado, Stefan Lynch, Richard 
Meyerson, Florence Nacamulli, Shelly 
Rawlings-Fein, Max Strassfeld, Judy 
Schwartz, Martin Tannenbaum, Abi 
Weissman, Steve Weitz, Marc Wernick, 
Larry Wong, Lydia Zinn, and the CSZ 
staff. 


Naches 

Mazel Tov to Gerry Llamado, who was 
welcomed into the Jewish Covenant 
here at Sha’ar Zahav on December 7. 

Mazel Tov to Steve Weiner, on the 
birth of his grandson, Scott Logan 
Weiner. 

Yishar Koach to the CSZ choir, who 
beautifully performed at Friday night’s 
Shabbat service under the leadership 
of Reuben Zellman on December 7. 


Yishar Koach to all members of our 
Beit Sefer Phyllis Mintzer who led our 
Shabbat services on December 8. 

Yishar Koach to Karen Segal, who 
directed Brandeis Hillel Day School’s 
4th—8th grade ensemble ina 
Chanukah and klezmer concert at SF 
City Hall’s rotunda on Monday, De- 
cember 17. Also, Yishar Koach to 
Daniel Meyer-O’Keeffe, who accompa- 
nied the ensemble with his singing 
and guitar playing! 

Yishar Koach to Jo Ellen Green 
Kaiser for co-editing the recently pub- 
lished Righteous Indignation: A Jewish 
Call to Justice. This anthology brings to- 
gether more than 35 essays by schol- 
ars, activists, and rabbis on a broad 
range of social and environmental jus- 
tice topics including poverty, genocide, 
gay rights, stem cell research, and 
global warming. 

Yishar Koach to Dan Belim on the 
publication of his book of poetry, Prac- 
tice. 

Yishar Koach to Anne Bluethenthal 
on the premiere of her original dance 
piece, Carifio: Economy of the Heart, on 
March a1 at Project Artaud Theater. 


New Members 

We warmly welcome the newest mem- 
bers of our congregation: Melissa 
Fanny Handman; Bethany Lobo; James 
Moser, Flavio Epstein; Jessica Coyne; 


Tracy Artson, Dawn Osterweil and 
their twins, Benji and Sydney; Travis 
Svensson and his sons, Ty and Drew 
Svensson; and Karren Shorofsky, 
Carolyn Reiser, and their daughter, 
Julia Shorofsky. 


Rabbi Around Town 


These past few months, Rabbi Angel 
has been engaged in study with her 
colleagues, including members of the 
Northern California Board of Rabbis, 
Rey. Kirk Davis of Providence Baptist 
Church, and a CCAR Study session on 
Kavod HaRav with Rabbi Peter 
Knobel. She has also been making ex- 
tensive Bikkur Cholim visits to the 
members of our Sha’ar Zahav family. 

In addition, Rabbi Angel attended 
the installation of former CSZ Rabbi 
Yoel Kahn at Temple Beth El in Berke- 
ley, and worked extensively and made a 
presentation on The Legacy Heritage 
Innovation Grant. 


For an 


Amazing Selection 


of 
Tallitot 


& 
Kippot 


Gifts... 
Visit 


& 


ome wy 


Al t 
JUBAICA 


Your Jewish Lifestyle Store 


www.afikomen.com 
510.655.1977 


3042 Claremont Ave Berkeley 94705 
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hen Sha’ar Zahay first 
joined SFOP four years 
ago, Our interest was in 
strengthening our syn- 
agogue community 
through tikkun olam. 
So we initiated a listen- 
ing campaign, from which we learned 
that, for many, “what keeps us up at 
night” are issues around health care 
and housing. 

We chose to work on health care. We 
succeeded in getting Healthy San Fran- 
cisco passed and we have since suc- 
ceeded in spreading the program to all 
twenty-seven health clinics—it’s an im- 
portant safety net for all of us. Unfortu- 
nately, many people are still ineligible 
because the program currently is limited 
to those making less than three times the 
poverty level; others have been mistak- 


relationships 


| in our community 


BONDS LIMITED, LECuses a cont 


enly rejected even though they qualify. 
Several CSZ members have been rejected 
from the program, myselfincluded! 

We continue to fight to broaden the 
program so it’s truly universal and in- 
cludes those who have a moderate or 
higher income but still cannot afford 
health care or cannot get it because of 
pre-existing conditions. If you have 
signed up for Healthy SF, tried to sign 
up, want to sign up but are ineligible, 
or lack insurance or fear losing it, or 
just want to share your story, please call 
Kelley Clements at 415-987-9865. 

During the health care campaign we 
have learned a lot about local politics (!) 
but in this work that we’re doing it’s 
just as important to be constantly learn- 
ing more about ourselves and our com- 
munity. So we embarked on the Elul 
listening campaign this past fall to- 


idential, 


sale and comfortable process to 

bring together loving, stable 
same-qender companions committed 
to lifetime, monogamous relationships. 


(415) 989-7167 - (408) 996/162 
(707) 526.7172 - (B31) 323.7162 - (925) 682,102 


masta (n{0(bondslimited.com - www. bondslimited.com 
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gether with leaders from the Va’ad and 
the Membership Committee. 

The listening campaigns really gave 
us a chance to learn from each other. I 
sat with a bunch of parents during one 
session, and learned from that conver- 
sation how important it was for these 
GLBT families to have a place where 
their families could be accepted, where 
you are not an exception, but the rule. 
Through the listening campaign I dis- 
covered how many people in our con- 
gregation are blessed, add blessing to 
the congregation, and receive blessing 
from being part of the congregation— 
blessings all around! 

Of course, issues did come up. For ex- 
ample, many people expressed concern 
about taking care of elderly friends and 
parents and growing old themselves. We 
also found a real concern about building 
community right here at Sha’ar Zahay, 
People wanted to better understand ho 
shul decisions are made, to have more 
events for men, and to find ways to feel 
more connected socially, to feel more at 
home here at Sha’ar Zahav. 

One of the main reasons we conduct 
a listening campaign is to build commu- 
nity. Some of these issues, like aging, 
might spin off into a political issue that 
we can take citywide. That strengthens 
our community by allowing us to show 
each other that we care enough to go to 
bat for each other, giving us a common 
task, and developing new leaders within 
the shul. Some of the issues will lead, 
and have already led, to changes within 
the synagogue walls—with your help. 

You can get involved in our local 
SFOP group by coming to any of our 
meetings: they are held the first Thurs- 
day of every month at Sha’ar Zahav at 
7pm. If you come to a meeting, you may 
get so excited you'll be tempted to vol- 
unteer for something—that’s the dan- 
ger of showing up! But you will also fig 
a community of people dedicated to 
working together for the shul and for 


our larger San Francisco community. 


@ extend heartfelt condolences to the 
ollowing Sha’ar Zahav members on 


the death of their loved ones: 


Stacey Shuster, Joan Lefkowitz, and 
Josh and Mara Shuster-Lefkowitz, on 
the death of Stacey’s father, Sylvan 
Shuster 


Alan Michels, Laureen Kim, and Alapai 
Michels on the death of Alan’s mother, 
Barbara Michels 


Jonathan Funk, on the death of his 
aunt, Helen Funk 


Henry Carrey, on the death of his 
friend, Mascha Benya-Matz 


Ron Edelman, on the death of his 
friend, Nancy Gardner 


Bob Gutterman, on the death of his 
friend, Bruce McCrae 


Nourish your values 


with your investments 


* Comprehensive personal 
financial planning aligned 
with your progressive values 

* Fee-only CERTIFIED 
FINANCIAL PLANNER® 
specializing in Socially 
Responsible Investments 

¢ Dynamic, principled, small 
business consulting 

¢ Free initial consultation 


im Frazin, CFP®, AIF® 
Cc 415.337.4566 
| e jf@shibboleth.com 


Pon Frazin, is an Investment 
B= he ahs Representative of First 
._ Affirmative Financial Network, LLC, 
an independent investment advisory 
firm registered with the SEC. 


Craig Persiko and Serafina and Toby 
Persiko Benjamin, on the death of 
Craig’s grandmother, Lenda Persiko 


Alan Gordon, on the death of his 
mother, Adrienne Gordon 


Marci DeLeon, on the death of her 
grandmother, Marjorie Spring 


Kevin Johnson, on the death of his 
friend, Daryl Seifert 


Gary Winter, on the death of his aunt, 
Vivian Akin, and his uncle, Jay Raven 


Danny Kodmur, on the death of his 
friend and teacher, Diane Wood 
Middlebrook 


Carolyn Pines and Judy Schwartz, on 
the death of their friend, Debbie 


Simon 


Elana Jacobs, on the death of her 
friend, Laura Weiland 


Please Be 
in Touch 
With Me 


I am eager to be in touch 

with all members of | 
the CSZ family 

whenever there ares 

_ occasions of joy or sadnes — 

in your lives. / 


Where there is a death 8 


in the family, please call 
me as soon as possible. 
We very much want to 
be there with you 
at a time of grief. 


abl Cue 
Shira Angel 


March 
1 Jamie Rosen 
7 Isabel Fishman 
16 Theodore Mendonca Jr. 
17 Sanford Lowe 
24 Paul Nemrow 
26 Michael Lipson 
28 Neill Rosen 
31 Marvin Steele 
31 James Harris Freedgood 


April 

1 Adam Harris 

2 Ronald Gertz 

3 Abraham Cohen 

6 Dennis Mitchell 
21 Robert Sterman 
23 Michael Randall 
24 Norma Faini-Pick 


Earnings Devoted to Philanthropy 


SINAI 
MEMORIAL 
CHAPEL 


CHEVRA KADISHA 


San Francisco 
1501 Divisadero St. 
(415) 921-3636 
FD 262 


Lafayette 
3415 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 
(925) 962-3636 
FD 1523 


www.sinaichapel.org 


Pre-need funeral 
arrangements available 


Gene B. Kaufman, Executive Director 
Helen Schwartz, Pre-need Counselor 
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Congregation Sha’ar Zahav 


290 Dolores Street 

San Francisco CA 94103 
VOICE 415-861-6932 

FAX 415-861-6081 

EMAIL office @shaarzahav.org 


WEB http: //www.shaarzahav.org 
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6:30 pm Rainbow Fund 
Phoning 
6:30 pm Ma‘ariv service 


6:30 pm Rainbow Fund 
Phoning 
6:30 pm Ma’ariv service 


6:30 pm Ma’ariv service 


4:00 pm Music in the 
Mishkan 
6:30 pm Ma’ariy service 


6:30 pm “@< 


6:30 pm Ma’ariv 


6:30 pm Ma’ariy service 
7:00 pm Chorus rehearsal 


6:30 pm Ma’ariv Service 
7:00 pm Choosing Judaism 
7:00 pm Chorus Rehearsal 


6:30 pm Ma‘ariv service 
7:00 pm Song of Songs 
class 


6:30 pm Ma’ariv service 
7:00 pm Song of Songs 
class 


6:30 pm Ma‘ariv 


6:30 pm Ma’‘ariv service 
7:00 pm Jews in Eastern 
Europe class 


6:30 pm Ma’ariv Service 


6:30 pm Ma’ariv Service 

6:30 pm CEB meeting 

7:00 pm Jews in Eastern 
Europe class 


6:30 pm Ma’ariv 
6:30 pm Rainbow Fund 
Phoning 


6:30 pm Rainbow Fund 
Phoning 
6:30 pm Ma’ariv service 


6:30 pm Maariv Service 


6:30 pm Ma‘ariv service 
6:45 pm Harmonizing 
workshop 


6:30 pm Ma’ariv 

7:00 pm SFOP meeting 

7:00 pm Membership 
Committee 
Meeting 


Bring A Friend/Shabbat 
Across America 

6:00 pm Friday Night Live 
6:45 pm FNL Dinner 
8:15 pm Shabbat Service 


Service Leaders: 
Cantor Bernstein 
Avi Goldberg 


7:30 pm Shabbat Service 
& New Member 
Welcome 
East Bay 
Chavurah 


6:30 pm Ma’ariv service 
6:45 pm Va‘ad Meeting 


Service Leaders: 
Rabbi Angel 
Yasmine Shiloh 
Erev Purim 7:30 pm Shabbat Service 
6:30 pm Purim Pajama 
Party Palooza & 
Megillah Reading 


Service Leaders: 
Howard Steiermann 
Tiela Chalmers 


Service Leaders: 
Cantor Bernstein 
Chorus 


6:30 pm Moa‘ariy service 7:30 pm Shabbat Service 


Service Leaders: 
Rabbi Angel 
Cantor Bernstein 


9:00 am Torah Study 
10:15 am Shabbat Service 


Service Leaders: 
Rabbi Angel 


1 ADAR 11 5768 
9:00 am Torah Study 
10:15 am Shabbat Service 


Service Leaders: 
Cantor Bernstein 
OPEN 


9:00 am Torah Study 
10:15 am Shabbat Service 


Service Leaders: 
Andy Fyne 


9:00 am Torah Study 
10:15 am Shabbat Service 
Beit Sefer Purim Carnival 


Service Leaders: 
Reuben Zellman 


9:00 am Torah Study 
10:15 am Shabbat Service 
6:00 pm Community Wide 
Haydalah 


Service Leaders: 
Cantor Bernstein 


1 NISAN 5768 
6:30 pm Ma’ariv service 


6:30 pm Ma‘ariv service 


Pesach 
6:00 pm Congregational 
Seder 


Service Leaders: 
OPEN 


4:00 pm Music in the 
Mishkan 
6:30 pm Ma’ariy service 


6:30 pm Ma’ariv service 
7:00 pm Song of Songs 
class 


6:30 pm Ma‘ariv service 


Pesach 
6:30 pm Ma‘ariv service 


6:30 pm Ma’ariv service 


6:30 pm CEB meeting 


. TUESDAY — 


6:30 pm Ma’ariv service 


6:30 pm Ma‘ariv service 


6:30 pm Maariv service 


Pesach 


6:30 pm Ma‘ariv service 


6:30 pm Ma‘ariv service 


7:00 pm Chorus rehearsal 


_ WEDNESDAY — 


6:30 pm Ma‘ariv service 


6:30 pm Ma’ariy service 
6:45 pm Seder Songs 


6:30 pm Ma‘ariv service 


Pesach 
6:30 pm Ma’ariv service 


6:30 pm Ma’ariv service 


_ THURSDAY 


6:30 pm Ma’ariy service 


7:00 pm SFOP meeting 

7:00 pm Membership 
Committee 
Meeting 


6:30 pm Ma‘ariv service 


6:30 pm Ma’ariv service 
6:45 pm Va‘ad Meeting 


Pesach 
6:30 pm Mar’ariv service 


6:00 pm Friday Night Live 


A 


FRIDAY 2 


& dinner 
8:15 pm Shabbat Service 


Recovery Shabbat 


Service Leaders: 
Aaron Danzig 
Jonathan Funk 


7:30 pm Shabbat Service 
East Bay 
Charuvah 


Service Leaders: 
Reuben Zellman 
Ruth Roinero 


7:30 pm Shabbat Service 


Service Leaders: 
Cantor Bernstein 
OPEN 


Pesach 
7:30 pm Shabbat Service 


Service Leaders: 
OPEN 


Nae. ZUUCG 
_ SATURDAY _ 


9:00 am Torah Study 


10:15 am Shabbat Service 


5:30 pm Queer Interfaith 
Couples 


Service Leaders: 
OPEN 
Yasmine Shiloh 


9:00 am Torah Study 
10:15 am Shabbat Service 


Service Leaders: 
OPEN 


Erev Pesach 
9:00 am Torah Study 
10:15 am Shabbat Service 


Service Leaders: 
Cantor Bernstein 
Yasmine Shiloh 


Pesach 
9:00 am Torah Study 
10:15 am Shabbat Service 


Service Leaders: 
OPEN 


